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4 ﬁom tﬁe Pastor... Since | announced that | am retiring at the end of January, |
have noticed an undercurrent of impatience and perhaps a
of anxiety about what this means in relation to the process of fin_ding a pel

manent pastor. Some are worriedH® me a n
water. o6 As | mentioned in my | t h
not get put on hold because there is a pastoral transition. The churc

as Bill Penyak so eloquently and passionately related in service on

the congregation and God continues to call and equip FPC for ministiy<c

community.

Whil e the message of Godods | ove remains const a
look likefirstc ent ury ministry. I n fact, NWEM ghni S
try even a decade ago! Thriving congregations know this and are 10 time B

more likely to have made changes to adapt than congregations that are 2019

struggling. In the time | have left with you, I invite each of you to participate

in an intentional process for change, for renewed vitality here at FPC, called

New Beginnings.

What is New Beginnings®ew Beginnings is process for assessing the gifts . .. )

God has given us to do ministry, for understanding the neighborhood and Inside this issue:

people we are called to serve and for discerning our commitment and ability

to carry out the ministry God has given us.

The first step is to take a | ook at the congre
condition. WE NEED YOU 2

Pastor Nancy and a team of one elder and one deacon will gather infor-

mation about the assets available to the congregdtibnman, property, STEWARDSHIP NEWS 3

and financialbas wel |l as the congregationsd sense of r
and the nature of the surrounding neighborhood. This information will COR@NCERT SERIES 4

from church records, local demographics, and a congregational conversation

about the history and ministries of the church. From this data, an assess@eRim picTures 5

will be complied and distributed to the congregation. This assessment this is

NOT intendeidt 6 ombeual 0fi X will n@kreaSubvgism st 0 t e
0shoul do6 do about the future of FPC The goal

make the decision about its future. HOLIDAY BAZAAR 7

The second step is for the congregation to gather in small grotgrsa

healthyi and holyi conversation that engages all interested members in

creating a New Beginning together. This will be done in small group gather-

ings where everyone will have the opportunity to engage in conversation to
(continue on next page)
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(continued from page 1)

to discuss what they believe is Godds mission fo

By now | hope you are askKiomgcaoHbw @aampalrtbefi FWPdE
committing tparticipate in a series of 6 conversations.

A congregatiorwide conversatiorBunday, November 17, from 11:3Q:00. This is your opportunity to share
about FPC&6s gifts and ministries from your perso

A second congregatiemide conversatiorsunday, December 1, from 11:3912:30. Come learn about the
characteristics of vital churches, receive a copy of the assessment report, learn how it will be usedpand sigr
for small group meetings.

4 Small group meetings: Sign up faneof the following sets of meetings
Sundaysfrom 11:3008 1:00 on December 8, 15 and January 5, 12 (lunch provided)

Wednesdaydrom 7:00pmad 8:30pm on December 4, 11 and January 8, 15 (dessert and coffee provided)
Thursdaysfrom Noord 1:30 on December 5, 12 and January 9, 16 (lunch provided)
God is doing a new thing. Dond6t miss out!!

PERSONNAL COMMITTEE

The Personnel Committee will soon be conducting annual staff reviews for the Secretary, Fi-
nancial Secretary, Youth Minister, Music Director Custodian and Trdasaceomplishing

this task, we are requesting input from you, the members of Frenchtown Presbyterian
Church.Please email us by November 3, 2019, with anything you wish to share about the
staff of Frenchtown Presbyterian Chur¢bur comments will be kept confidential; however,

we ask you please include your full name and contact inform&tierare using this email
address to receive commeniSEAC@ewingpres.oqy you could give comments in a sealed
envelope to Bill Penyak.

From the Personnel Committee: Leslie Callanan, Bill Penyak, Tonya Reese (alternate) and the
Frenchtown Presbyterian Church Administrative Commission

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The nominating committee needs your help awkling members who would consider a
leap of faith by serving as a deacon or elder in our church fartfiiyou would like

more information please talk to Nancy, any current deacon or elder or call Bill Penyak
chairman of the nominating committee at-8@8-6575.
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STEWARDSHIP
A Word from Your Stewardship Commissi@nWhy do | give?

Psalm 94:22 But the LORD has been my stronghold, And my God the rock of my refuge.

In the tradition of the Presbyterian Church, our-gearplanning kicks off with Stewardship

Sunday, where members and congregants are asked to fill out a pledge card to document

promi sed giving for the coming year. As we get
share with you a part of the reason about why | personally give to the church.

| grew up attending church every Sunday in our hometown Presbyterian church. My father

was an Elder and my mom directed the junior choir. Both of my parents were involved in lead-

ing our youth group, which was a big part of my
school years. | also taught Sunday School for a while in my early 20s. Being a part of a

church was a way of life as | grew up.

Then, for a number of years, | fell away from attending church on a regular basis or being
part of a church family. During that time | ended up getting divorced, a really difficult time in
my life. It was also around then that a friend invited me to her church, a church | ended up
attending for about 10 years until Jeff and | moved to Upper Black Eddy.

Life continued to be difficult, and it still is hard on many days. Some days it feels like there

are stumbling blocks everywhere | turn. But wh.
want to go through the hard times without my faith, or without a church family with whom | can

share in the difficult times and the good times. | have seen more and more that the foundation

on which my life has been built is my faith and my fadrtiye true rocks in my life. These

are the rocks that | can rely on, even when the stumbling blocks of every day life want to get

in the way.

| give to Frenchtown Presbyterian Church to give back to God in gratitude for all He has done

for me, and in prayerful hope that the Church will be there for others the same way it has

been for me in my life.

Sincerely and with Godds grace,
Diane Reed
Finance/Stewardship Commission

The Stewardship Committee's latest idea for
helping to raise the annual church budget.

DEPOSIT

s |

15 CENT
TO ENT E

org/cartoons. him

Financial Funanies ¥117 www. kluth
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COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER

Frenchtown Presbyterian Church Youth Group is hosting their 5t
annual FREE COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER Sunday,
November 24th starting at 4pm (at the church)!

All are welcome. Just come and share a meal and make new frief@s!
Hope to see everyone there!

Menu:
Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, Salad,
Stuffing, Drinks & Desserts.

Contact Robert Ross at rob@frenchtownpres.org for questions

FPC CONCERT SERIES

Next up in the Concert series is the Mercer County Community College Jazz B
November 24th at 2pm. Admission is free with a good will offering taken to su)
the music ministry at the Frenchtown Presbyterian Church.

Save the dates for upcoming concerts;

December 15th 2pm, Annual Cantata Concert

January 26th 2pm, Mason McDowell, NYC singer/songwriter

February 29th- 7pm, Coffee House and Open Mic

March 28th 6:30pm, Gala night, The Heimat String Quartet, tickets $15.00
May 3rd - 4pm, Philadelphia Handbell Ensemble

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

It's time to think about the Christmas Pageant! This year we will be opening up
pageant to all: kids, parents, adults, family units! All are welcome to participate. christmas Pageant
first get together will take place at 11:15 AM &unday November 3rdPlease
come and join us in making the holiday joyful.

For those who don't want to be on the main stage but want to help out there is also
always room for anyone willing to help with costuming! Any and all are welcome.
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Gabriel AllerJia Shuo Herman jis
Muccilli, Son of |

Keith Allen Muccilli and Natalicji
Elaine Herman
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BOOK CLUB

The book club will be meeting on the second Tuesday of the month, Tuesday, Novemt
12hat 7pm in the Youth Room downstairs.
Youo6 by JoJo Moyes. -834-9155a Alltare Welconset y n E-

MISSION IN ACTION

Thank you to all who participated, and helped in the Strike Out Hunger Softball
tournament on May 4th. Our food pantry just received a che8B38.000 t hat 0 s
1/3 of the funds collected on game day.

Community Outreacl® Senior Program

When? Every Tuesday from 11:30m
Where? Frenchtown Presbyterian, 4th Street
What? This FREE program starts with a one hour NIA Class (No Impact Aerobics).

Then enjoy your brown bag lunch from 121%@n , and our guest speaker or craft
1-2pm! Join in the fun! Call Penni today @2B¥-0465

UPCOMING SHEDULE THROUGH JANUARY 1ST 2020!

11-5 Penni Trionfo with Jewelry Making!

11-12 Kim Dugan and Tom Bay from Anitabéd
11-19 Autumn Sanders with Embodied Wisdom Gifdi® NIA this week

1126 Roseanne Cerrelli with o0The Power
12-03 Penni Trionfo with Jewelry Crafts and Holiday Cards

12210 Kelly from Shop Rite with oLook Y
12-17 Holiday Party Pot Luck Luncheon, Games and Crafts!

Everyone is Welcome! Bring a friend too!

New ACCORN stair lift 12'3" long for FREB/0u need it or know someone who
needs one call Bill Penyak 3625-6575.



FRENCHTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHUR

Per Capita Reminder

vy

Capita amount for each member listed on their roles. These funds are passed thrc
from the local church to the local Presbyéeiry our case that is the New Brunswick
Presbytery. Some of the funds remain at the Presbytery while a portion is forward:
from there to the Synod and The General Assembly, the governing bodies of The Fres-
byterian Church. These funds are very important to the ministry and mission work of the
Presbytery. The Per Capita amount for 2019 is $34.50 per member, in total approxi-
mately $8000 for FPC. For 2019, as in past years, we are asking each member to
contribute their Per Capita amount so that the full Per Capita due to Presbytery re-
mains outside of our working budget. Please make a note with your payment that the
funds are designated as your Per Capita payment. Thank you, and thank you to those
who have already made their payment for the current year!!

le)
Each year, every church in every Presbytery around the country is asked to pay a  « —!y— e
25 -
- d, ¢

PRESBYTERIAN WOMENOLIDAY BAZAAR

The Presbyterian Women are asking for your help.

On November 2224, we will be holding our annual Christmas Bazaar. If you ar
crafty and would like to donate homemade items we wgrgdtly appreciate
them. PLEASE PRICE ITEMS.

Beginning November 17th, we will also be collecting white elephantRlease

NObooks, c¢cl othes, DVDO6s or gl asswar e.
Please have items to the chuMchlaterthen Thursday November 2IBLEASE
PRICE ITEMS.

We are also asking for donations of baked goddsour bake sale.

Please have baked goods to the church on Thursday, NovembePRase do
not price. For info please contact Gayla at 96®L0-0702 or Marie at
908-996-3561.

FOOD PANTRY

Did you know that the 3rd Sunday has been designated as Food Paiiuy

Sunday here at the church. On that Sunday we are asking the congregation to help with
donations. Il f you aren't here on the 3rd Sunda\)
nations are always encouraged and needed. There is a barrel in Fellowship Hall

labeled for donations. Some items needed are low sodium canned vegetable, other

than green beans, Apples, canned fruit, and winter vegetables like squash, & potatoes.

If you would rather give a monetary donation, there are colored envelopes in the pews

that are designated for the food pantry.






